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Our free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite all their other fine qualities, the daily press and radio are compelled by 


economic necessity to cater to the most materiaiistic and sensational in popular tastes, and, along with the leading news weeklies, to yield to the economic, political and military pressures that 


au play upon narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, therefore, are not a 
ing public, Between The Lines presents carefully selected 
into the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated to the belief that only as our society is 
in war and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards brotherhood 


motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth 
in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 


equate for the Christian mind which would maintain its dedication to truth. For thi di 
reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, providing the layman ith epeaten insight 


can we avoid the violent changes inherent 





“What Can I Do?” 


READ: American women can 
join hands with Protestant women 
leaders all over the world by read- 
ing The Church Woman, a publi- 
ation for women who want to 
know about the purposes of the 
ecumenical church with all that 

‘(Christian cooperation implies. It is 
edited by Mrs. David D. Baker, 

,Mormerly a missionary teacher in 

>Wapan and Iraq and a member of 
he United Church Women’s Fel- 
lowship Team which last year went 
around the world to deepen fellow- 
ship with other Christian women 
eaders in 13 countries. The Church 

.fWoman is published at 175 Fifth 
Ave., New York 10, N. Y., the 
ost $1 per year. 

| TRAVEL: Dr. Jerome Davis, 
author, scholar and noted peace 
advocate is leading a small se- 

.Bected group on a study tour to 
urope this coming summer. The 
Heparture will be by steamer, cabin 
lass, on June 19, the return on 
August 1. Visits to England, 
rance, Poland, Finland will be 
oncluded by a month in the So- 
iet Union. Included in the party 
will be the president of the Amer- 
can Association for the Advance- 
ent of Science and a prominent 
Hoctor. 

Interviews will be arranged with 
bovernment leaders and investiga- 
ions made of social and economic 
onditions. The visit to Russia 

© Bill extend to Turkestan where Dr. 
Davis worked for the American 
SV.M.C.A. during the Tsar’s regime. 
*Bashkent and Samarkand will also 
be visited. The cost of the trip will 
be about $1,700, with a few part- 
ime scholarships grants available. 

Those who are interested in join- 
g this group should apply im- 
ediately as the number who can 
be included is limited. Address Dr. 

r*Merome Davis, 489 Ocean Ave., 
est Haven, Conn. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE EISENHOWER SWITCH: Since his first inauguration, President 

Eisenhower has twice stood almost alone in opposition to the power- 
ful military extremists in Washington who would have forced this country 
into war; once against Red China over Formosa, and once again during 
the crisis in Indochina. Even Nixon added his weight to the pro-war 
faction in the Senate which pushed us to the brink in Indochina. 

The post-war pressures were so great at times that we doubt if 
anyone with less military prestige than the President could have held the 
tide. This Newsletter devoted considerable space during those months to 
detailing the machinations of the war party in the Senate and Pentagon, 
and to describing the nature and the courage of the President’s stand. 

Between The Lines has also relayed to our readers something of 
the gross deception involved in Sen. McCarthy’s drive for political power 
from the earliest days of the senator’s career. In doing so, we often re- 
ported on the conflict between the McCarthy Senate cabal and the White 
House — and spoke with gratitude of the President’s refusal to yield to 
the spirit of McCarthyism. 

Then with the British and French assault on Egypt, we highlighted 
the far-reaching effects of Eisenhower’s refusal to support this resort 
to violence. We detailed the great gains that would accrue if the U. S. 
continued to support the United Nations, by contrast to our backing of 
white-supremacy, oil-dollar diplomancy. 

During Eisenhower’s first term, however, we often featured in- 
formation that was critical of the Administration’s economic policies, 
when the President was obviously surrendering countless resources to 
the exploitation of big business interests. Therefore, our appreciation of 
the President’s determined position on the war question — and especially 
his loyalty to the UN — has not been a partisan matter, although we have 
received letters from readers who were Democrats, gently reprimanding 
us for “supporting Ike.” 

But the President has now yielded to the pressure of the powerful 
oil interests and the anti-UN forces in Washington, in by-passing the UN 
to throw the protecting arm of American military might around the 
areas of the Middle East from which American-owned oil flows west- 
ward. The dismay that now fills the sections of the foreign press, which 
speak for the billion people who live in Africa, Asia and the neutral 
parts of Europe, reveals the great damage done. 

So Between The Lines has not switched from being for Eisen- 
hower to being against him; rather, the Eisenhower Administration has 
switched from full support of the United Nations’ action with a de- 
emphasis on American militarism to a re-emphasis on American military 
might and unilateral economic aid at a time when all the world realizes 
that the only way to break the dangerous hydrogen stalemate between the 
Soviet and American blocs is through the increase of international co- 
operation in all things. There is just no other path away from the brink. 
To put party loyalty above this need is a vote for international lawlessness. 


HERE CAN BE NO PEACE, no security in our electronic nuclear 
age as long as the nations are permitted to create weapons of mass 
destruction and have the sovereign right to hurl these weapons against 
their neighbors. To prevent international anarchy and inevitable world- 


wide destruction, the right to use force must be invested only in an inter- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Nasser A Hitler? 


The world may have to deal with 
President Gamal Nasser of Egypt 
for some time. What sort of a man 
is he? Is the colonel a “tin Hitler’? 
Such views of Nasser have become 
prevalent as efforts have increased 
to arouse public sentiment in sup- 
port of Britain’s position and also 
that of the U. S. oil corporations 
which fear Nasser’s influence. 


There is no doubt that Gamel 
Nasser is ambitious and impetuous, 
and that he is an opportunist — as 
are all dictators. But Americans 
who have long resided in Cairo re- 
port that the Egyptian President 
has no particular national philos- 
ophy as did Hitler, whose Mein 
Kampf foretold the fantastic dreams 
of the Nazi leader. Nasser has 
written a book The Muslim-Arab 
World in which he expressed a de- 
termination to rid Egypt of the 
blight of a corrupt and decadent 
monarchy, and of Western domin- 
ation, particularly the British con- 
trols which curbed the development 
of Egypt as a trading nation in 
the Mediterranean. Having accom- 
plished these goals, Nasser now 
seeks to restore Egypt’s historic 
leadership of the eastern Mediter- 
ranean world, particularly as a uni- 
fying force in African-Arab Mos- 
lem _ relations. 

Nasser has no race theory as did 
Hitler, makes no claim that the 
Arabs or Egyptians are better peo- 
ple than any of their neighbors. 
Until Israel’s attack upon Egypt, 
the Jewish community in Egypt 
was not subject to discrimination 
or oppression — and this despite 
Egypt’s violent antagonism towards 
Israel. Since Israel’s attack on Egypt 
last October, some Jews have been 
expelled. However, the chief Rabbi 
of Egypt publicly pledged the loy- 
alty of Egyptian Jews to Egypt and 
denied the right of Israel to speak 
on behalf of Jews in Egypt. The 


Rabbi said “The Jewish community 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Nasser A Hitler? 


(continued) 

in Egypt denounces the brutal ag- 
gression of the Anglo-French-Is- 
raeli forces against our dear moth- 
erland, Egypt. We address to God 
our warmest prayers for the future 
of Egypt, her prosperity and wel- 
fare.” (N. Y. Times, Dec. 21). 

Nasser and his aids have care- 
fully avoided any of the outward 
pomp and grandeur with which 
Hitler and his clan adorned them- 
selves. Much of Nasser’s appeal to 
the Egyptians is in his directness 
and simplicity of manner; he lives 
like a middle-class civil official. 

It is believed by most diplomats 
that Nasser did not deliberately 
choose to shake the world by his 
seizure of the Suez Canal and other 
subsequent actions, but that he was 
catapulted into the action by a 
rapid sequence of events. While 
Nasser knew that some in the West 
supported Israel, he confidently ex- 
pected that many more would sup- 
port him in _ building Egypt’s 
strength so that his country could 
lead the way to a strong progres- 
sive Pan-Arabianism, to offset Is- 
rael’s rapid rise to a dominant po- 
sition over the Near East. 

After he had made many con- 
cessions to British and American 
interests, while Israel continued to 
grow as an industrial and military 
power, Nasser reacted strongly 
when the West refused aid, as Is- 
rael continued to receive large arms 
shipments — most of them secret — 
from the U. S., Britain and France. 
Since the U. S. and England would 
not give him arms, Nasser deter- 
mined to find military assistance 
where he could, and turned to Rus- 
sia. But the Cairo dictator was then 
dealing with more clever conspir- 
ators than himself, and soon be- 
came immeshed in deals with Mos- 
cow which were not of his choos- 
ing. When the U. S. suddenly with- 
drew aid from the Aswan Dam 
project, Nasser was left with but 
two choices if his regime was to 
survive — to go deeper into his alli- 
ance with Russia or nationalize the 
Suez Canal company. By seizing 
the Canal and securing its income, 
he was put once more in a bar- 
gaining position between both East 
and West. He also realized that he 
was winning the enthusiastic sup- 
port of all the Arabian and Asian 
peoples. He is still promoting him- 
self as the champion of Afro-Asian 
peoples, and especially seeks to be 
the spokesman and leader for the 
Arabian Islam peoples whose main 
obsession is fear of Israel’s growth 
in what, to the Arab, is the heart 
of the Holy World of Islam. 


Think On These Things: A 
book of Charles A. Wells car- 
toons costs only one dollar. 
Order from Between The Lines, 








Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 





X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


national police power with that organization alone permitted to make and 
maintain weapons of large-scale destructive power. 

This is the most important lesson of our age. Will we learn it be- 
fore Western civilization is destroyed? Or will this truth be realized and 
acted upon by only the remnants of human society after the world has 
been engulfed in a plutonium-hydrogen hell? 

THIS NEED WAS CLEAR when the destruction of World War 
II had freshly ended. When the United Nations was founded, provisions 
were made for 60 divisions —a formidable army indeed — with 3,000 
planes and 500 naval vessels. These strong units were to be directed by 
a UN military staff with the Security Council empowered to protect the 
peace. The military staff was actually appointed, but this plan — like the 
proposals for UN commissions to regulate the exploitation of important 
raw material resources — was soon squashed by powerful political and 
financial groups in the U. S. and England — and by Soviet intrigue. 


OPE HOVERED AGAIN over the world during last December, 

like the star of Bethlehem, as the first small but truly international 
police force moved cautiously into the embers of the Suez war. This was 
the first genuinely international police force that ever went into action, 
because the great powers, which had special interests in Mid-East ten- 
sions, were excluded. Every other so-called police action has been that in 
name only. The smaller nations were invited to participate in fighting in 
Korea, Indochina and elsewhere — fighting which was dubbed “police ac- 
tions,” but the desires and the will of these smaller states have always 
been swallowed up in the purposes and might of the great powers. Thus 
such “police action” has been nothing more than continued conflict 
among the larger nations. 

WHEN THE EISENHOWER ADMINISTRATION made its 
promise during the Suez conflict to funnel all U. S. support through the 
UN, hope was high. But when the leadership and the armed might of the 
U. S. was suddenly re-committed to go-it-alone in unilateral action, the 
UN authority was again undermined, just as it began to gather the need- 
ed prestige and influence. No amount of genuflecting to the UN by Eis- 
enhower and Dulles will atone for this loss. The vague claims that the 
new U. S. policy will be implemented in “coordination” with the UN is 
but window dressing if we are to judge by the past. There is only one 
way the Eisenhower-Dulles policy can be coordinated with the UN and 
that is to strengthen UN authority by increasing and supporting its world 
police force and by funnelling U. S. economic aid through the UN. 

U. S. ARMS CANNOT FILL THE VACUUM in the Middle 
East, as pointed out in our last issue. This view is now being strongly re- 
flected in the foreign press from Berlin to Tokyo by voices that have 
been friendly to the U. S. 

The feeling is strong that additional U. S. arms introduced into 
the Middle East will actually increase the cold war tensions — by contrast 
to the obvious fact that a growing international police power would re- 
duce tensions. In struggling states that are now balanced precariously and 
absurdly between starvation and armed might, a UN force would provide 
discipline, moral support and overall security, and would also release 
money and energy for self-help and economic growth. These gains would 
not only greatly reduce tensions but would fill the much-talked-about 
vacuums in the only way such vacuums can be filled — by the people who 
live there. 

U. S. ECONOMIC AID, furthermore, cannot fill the Middle East 
vacuum because such aid will be offered in competition with Soviet aid— 
as in the case of Egypt and Syria where the local moguls were able to 
play one side against the other, with Washington blundering and Moscow 
intrigue in between. This dilemma can only be avoided by funnelling aid 
through UN channels where all political overtones and cold war poisons 
are filtered out. For this reason, UN aid is more welcome, wins more co- 
operation than U. S. unilaterial aid and has been much more effective in 
most instances. UN aid is always on a long term basis and is not subject 
to the political interference and interruptions which have continually 
blighted U. S. aid efforts. 

THE GREAT IRONY in the Middle East situation is that the UN 
has again been undermined at the very time its authority could have 
been most effective against Russia. Western news channels have largely 
ignored the fact that the Soviet has vigorously fought every effort to es- 
tablish a UN police power. Why has the Kremlin so strongly opposed a 
UN police force? Because it strikes at the fatal weakness of the Commu- 
nist position: Communist authority is based on the use of brute force sup- 
posedly to create revolution and to maintain a revolutionary “proletarian” 
government by force. These aims still hold a strong appeal for depressed 


and impoverished areas in the world. But now the Soviet uses force large- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


















Military Dictatorship?)Rel 
Press dispatches have ignoreg At 
the scathing indictment of  thécreat 
Pentagon by a congressional com§ start 
mittee, for the unwarranted if no tatio 
illegal acquisition of land for “mij paro 
itary purposes,” and the violatiog ,no!! 
of conservation policies by  théco-o; 
U. S. military. The House Interiogthe | 
and Insular Affairs Committee ref pad 
ported bills submitted in the lagown 
session of Congress which chargegtages 
that the Department of Defens#had 
has endeavored to take over 8 mili yilla: 
lion additional acres of public lan@and 
without any explanation as to whyfits \ 
the existing holdings of 25 milliogynhe 
acres are insufficient. TI 
The Committee also cited facts, ij 
showing that in many Cases Stat§rop 
fish and game laws are ignored an@orat}, 
state conservation officials denie@.,jg 
the right to determine whether thaith 
laws protecting game and fish wertne ¢ 
being observed. Military leadeng...,, 
treat the area as an exclusive mibL one 
itary hunting preserve, permitting, ...t 
no civil inspection. The Committed, -m 
concludes that unless such prach, fe 
tices on the huge military instalh,.a); 
lations are controlled by Congres\y arn 
the continued destruction of fish}, 
game and wild life will result inhork 
the loss of irreplacable natural reg, th 
sources. The Committee also foundjence 
that the military, in taking ove 
land, deemed it not necessary to 


explain the purpose for which Mic 
land was used. Fifteen hundred to om 


three thousand square miles arg. 
ee ing 
often requisitioned, greatly exceed pper: 
ing any possible usage. wm 
The Committee proposes a bil}... 
that will among other things (1) re 
quire congressional approval wher. 
more than 5,000 acres of public 
land are set aside for defense puri, 
poses; (2) make state fish and gar 
laws applicable to all military " 
ervations and require military per, 
sonnel to obtain fishing and hunting , 
licenses; (3) and to permit state co 
servation officials to enter an 
check state requirements. 
THE NASHVILLE CITY 
SCHOOLS (Tenn.) will end raciz 
segregation in the first grade, beging 
ning next fall. The city school board 
voted this action, with the support 
all nine members except one. Thé,_.< 
one contrary vote was that of the A 
only colored member of the board ff 
who favored introducing integratior 
into the first five grades. The plz 
will not call for compulsory inte}, me 
gration, but provides transport fog; 
students to other schools if parentg, Dp 
submit written requests. ath 
THE AMERICAN LEGION of 7 
Wisconsin sent a demand to ath 
University of Wisconsin that a lis, ,, 
of all foreign publications receivedpor 
by the Library be submitted to ththy 4 
Legion committee to determing « 
whether the contents were suitablihate, 






























for student reading. The U. of Whanc 
refused to accede to these requests} (c 






















































ip?}Religion & Revolutions 


mores) American Catholic priests have 
f thicreated a revolution in Bolivia by 
comistarting a rubber cooperative plan- 
if notation in the midst of feudalistic 


mij paronial estates. When the Mary- 
latiog knoll Fathers started their rubber 
y théco-op at Blanca Flor they offered 
Ateriog the peons who, with their families, 
ee rebhad long served the great land- 
ie lagiowners in the area, many advan- 
harge@itages Over the primitive life they 
efens#had been leading in the plantation 
8 mili villages. They would be paid wages 
c langand would have a share in the pro- 
O whyfits when the crops were sold — an 
nilliogunheard-of opportunity! 

These farm workers and their 
| factissmilies had been regarded as the 
$ Stalt§,roperty of the landowners for gen- 
od aN@erations and when a plantation was 
denie§.ojd the serfs or peons were listed 
er ti@vith the land like the cattle. Even 
1 Welthe debts that the peon families had 
leadeng curred passed from generation to 
e mikieneration and became part of the 
mitting, sets of the new landowner. When 
imittessrmer-priests began to attract quite 
Prac few families to their co-ops, 
Instayyealthy landowners not only issued 


NgTesivarnings and threats but they kid- 
f fi Mnapped whole families of the co-op 
= livorkers and forcibly returned them 
ra 


o their old villages, threatened vio- 
ence if they left again. 

The American priests have pro- 
ested to the Bolivian Government 
which has assured them that the 
overnment will stop the kidnap- 
ping and protect the Christian co- 
pperative plantation from further 
intimidation and violence. It is es- 
becially significant to note that the 
ealthy plantations owners are 
ually Roman Catholics them- 
elves and have used the church in 
he past as a means of maintaining 
heir positions and prestige. Amer- 
an Catholicism with its greater 
ense of democratic life and the 
ommon spiritual heritage of man 
ecomes a revolutionary force when 
encounters old-world Catholicism. 
THE MEXICAN PEOPLE over- 
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cITY rew the political domination of 
| race Roman Catholic Church during 
Aen. e early decades of this century. 
) 


ince then the Republic of Mexico 
as seen many abortive efforts to 
establish church supremacy. 

A resurgence of the hierarchy’s 
ffort to re-establish its supremacy 
me to light this fall when the 
ierarchy issued a_ declaration 
igned by nine archbishops and 32 
ishops, outlining the duties and 
esponsibilities of the Mexican 
. atholics in civic affairs. 

ION of The declaration stated that all 
atholics have a duty to the state 
respecting and obeying civil au- 
orities in all matters not contrary 
the teachings of the church. 
“The Catholic citizens are obli- 
ated, however, to vote for those 


ndidates who guarantee most for 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


ly to hold the peoples of the Soviet satellites in subjection. The growth 
of an international police power would create a force in opposition to the 
Kremlin that would put Russia in an utterly untenable position; the Krem- 
lin would then have to move against history, against a revolution greater 
than its own. 

TO EXAMINE FURTHER: If a strong international police force, 
representing the seventy or more nations free of Soviet domination, had 
moved to the Hungarian border when the freedom movement began, de- 
manding that UN authorities be admitted immediately to examine the 
causes of the conflict and to administer justice, the Soviet brute force 
policy would have faced an insoluable dilemma. (Keep in mind that the 
Hungarian Communist police battalions were deserting en masse to the 
freedom forces, that Russian troops were defecting to the side of free- 
dom in large numbers, including whole tank corps, officers and all.) Such 
an ultimatum would have brought the tottering edifice of Soviet control 
in Hungary crashing to the ground — with chain reactions in Poland, 
Bulgaria and throughout all the satellites. The Kremlin would know that 
if it did not withdraw its armies while they were reasonably intact, the 
Soviet battalions would disintegrate through desertion and mutiny. Since 
this disintegration did take place on a considerable scale, when there was 
little hope of deliverance, imagine what would have happened if there had 
been a strong advancing force that represented the support and hope of 
free men everywhere! The evidence is overwhelming that Hungarians 
and Russians by the tens of thousands would have flocked to this advance 
like swarms of steel particles drawn by a magnet. 

SUCH POWER COULD THUS BE GENERATED as the world has 
never seen before but power which must be harnessed soon in this age of 
instantaneous all-destructive warfare. We are not overlooking the weak- 
nesses and failures of the present UN organization, inadequacies caused 
largely by the betrayal of the great powers. But these weaknesses have lit- 
tle bearing upon the salient facts of the hour, which demand such an inter- 
national authority, with power to implement the will of mankind to peace. 


N AWAKENING TO THIS TRUTH is needed now because even 
greater opportunities will arise in the months ahead. Reports fill 
our news channels that Stalinism has returned, that Russian armed might 
has again battered down the satellite resistance into helplessness, that the 
whole Marxist world is once more united for the next Communist ad- 
vance. But such reports are as shallow and deceptive as Moscow propa- 
ganda itself. It is true that Soviet tanks have taken over in Warsaw, 
Budapest, Bucharest and Sophia. It is true that Chou En-lai has made a 
journey from Peking to the Soviet to spread fresh propaganda over the 
deepening schism between Peking and Moscow, for Red China still des- 
perately needs the technical assistance and resources which are only 
available to her at present from Russia. 

BUT BEHIND ALL THIS, and as certain as the seasons follow 
one another in the movements of the earth around the sun, a breakup of 
the Soviet empire is developing. There is no question about its coming: 
the question is — will the West be ready or will we again meet the op- 
portunity with little faith and no means of action? For the genuine break- 
up that is coming cannot be met with guns and bombs; it can only be 


met by the mind and soul of the West, a soul that is awakened to spiritual 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Religion & Revolutions 
(continued) 

the public good and the rights, of 
God and the church,” added the 
bishops. They apparently tried to 
obscure the insidious nature of the 
directive by such double talk as, 
“The judge in each instance of the 
gravity of the obligation in elections 
is a matter that should be resolved 
by the prelate or confessor in con- 
firmation of the principles and 
teachings of the church.” 

A storm was stirred over the 
meaning of this declaration, which 
is widely interpreted as an effort 
of the Catholic Church to establish 
once more its prior right over civil 
affairs. In the last statement above, 
the church gives to the prelate, bis- 
hop or priest the final word as to 
how a citizen is to vote. Mexican 
leaders predict that this contro- 
versy will be the hottest political 
issue of the coming year and may 
revive the resentments that long 
have plagued Catholic Latin 
America. 

RELIGION AND EDUCATION: 
Universities are being challenged 
to recognize the increasing need 
for more religion in the campus 
life. Dr. W. S. Carlson, president 
of State University of New York, 
charged recently that “the very 
atmosphere of the campus tends 
to corrode the average student’s 
traditional moral and religious be- 
liefs.” Yet little is being done to 
meet this new disturbing element in 
his life. The educator further 
blamed the growing amount of 
mental instability and emotional 
disturbances that plague many cam- 
puses on the almost total ignoring 
by most universities of religious 
life as a factor in the lives of the 
students. They have not gone out 
of their way to either praise or 
condemn religion; they simply ig- 
nored it altogether. Dr. Carlson 
asserted that the most difficult prob- 
lems of young people develop as 
they try to reconcile the religion 
and morality they learned as chil- 
dren with the scientific attitude that 
gropes through a spiritual vacuum. 
To many students this becomes a 
moral vacuum. 

CHINESE PASTOR IN U. S.: 
A refuge Chinese Methodist pastor 
from Shantung, China, has now be- 
come pastor of a Methodist parish 
in Minnesota. The Rev. I. Hsan 
Liu is the first Chinese clergyman 
to serve an American parish full 
time. The quiet and soft-spoken 
Chinese clergyman made a guest 
appearance before his congregation 
last July. The members met and 
unanimously extended to him an 

official call to become their pastor. 
Predominantly a German and 
Scandinavian community in rural 
Minnesota, the villagers and farm- 
ers gathered around Rev. Liu after 


the first sermon to give him gifts 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Religion & Revolutions 


(continued) 
of money and farm products to 
help him become established in his 
new parish. His reception has been 
completely friendly in all quarters. 


HINDUS WHO BECOME 
BUDDHISTS: The mass conver- 
sion of 200,000 low caste Hindus 
to Buddhism has jolted the upper 
classes of India. Since independ- 
ence came to India the low caste 
Hindus have been fighting for their 
democratic rights within their own 
religious community, demanding 
the right to worship in temples 
heretofore banned to them by high 
caste Hindus. Rioting has been fre- 
quent in some communities where 
low caste Hindus have forced their 
way into temples. The low caste— 
or untouchables, so called because 
they perform the most undesirable 
tasks in the Indian communities— 
total more than 60 million which 
makes the problem of segregation 
increasingly difficult in the new 
democratic industrialized India. In 
the villages, the untouchables have 
separate streets, cannot draw water 
from the public wells and are 
barred from all public places. 

Out of the restlessness that in- 
dependence has brought to the low 
castes has come the new movement 
out of Hinduism and toward Bud- 
dhism, led by the late noted Indian 
scholar, Dr. B. R. Anbedkar, who 
himself was an untouchable. By be- 
coming a Buddhist, an outcaste or 
low caste person automatically re- 
ceives recognition in the Indian 
community on a par with a Hindu. 


In a mass ceremony, 200,000 
low caste Hindus last fall bowed 
before the image of Buddha, 
chanted Buddhist prayers and be- 
gan to register themselves in public 
life as Buddhists. Since the new 
Indian constitution abolished un- 
touchability and makes the practice 
of untouchability in any form a 
punishable offense, Hindu leaders 
are earnestly demanding the en- 
forcement of the state laws against 
discrimination to ward off a further 
break up of the Hindu community 
life. A special government com- 
mission has been appointed to carry 
out such a program on an extensive 
scale. The mass conversion to Bud- 
dhism will greatly accelerate caste 
reform and open the way to a better 
life and a more productive living 
for millions of India’s suppressed 
lower castes. 

GEORGE MEANY, president of 
the AFL-CIO who received Notre 
Dame’s Laetare Medal in 1955 as 
an outstanding Catholic layman, re- 
ceived a new honor from his church 
in Oct., 1956. The Friends of the 
Missionaries of St. Peter and St 
Paul made him a “Knight of Char 
ity,” bestowing its annual award for 
“lay activities in promoting charity 
and humanitarian endeavors.” 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


forces, to the tides through which God works. If we fail that hour, it may 
be a century before the world can right itself again. 


HE REBELLION OF COMMUNIST YOUTH is by far the most 

important sign on the horizon. Widespread and persistent student 
unrest in Russia and in all the satellites has been reported continuously. 
The situation has become so bad that Soviet publications have dealt at 
length with the problem after suppressing the bad news as long as possi- 
ble. Disturbances in Moscow University were so severe that the big chief, 
Khrushchev, was called in; also the famous Leningrad Polytechnical In- 
stitute has been the scene of “riotous behavior,” and at the Leningrad 
Institute of Mechanics, students have “arisen in their classes” to protest 
the suppression of ideas and initiative. Reuters (the international news 
agency) reported that Soviet Army tanks were used to quell student riot- 
ing in Kiev. (See Washington Post, Dec. 30). Insubordination, rioting, 
drunkenness and “hooliganism” have been rampant in scores of the most 
important Russian institutions of higher education, even as far as 
Sverdlovsk and the University in the Urals. (See AP report, Jan. 8). Ob- 
servers who have witnessed these disturbances relate that the students 
seem to feel they can be more defiant and irresponsible while intoxicated 
and “get away with it.” 

REPORTS OF REBELLIOUS MILITARY CADETS are most 
significant of all. The Moscow Navy newspaper, Soviet Fleet, complains 
that naval trainees are being “filled with harmful ideas” and “agitation 
against the state.” INS dispatches from Berlin quote sources in Moscow 
and Leningrad as stating that air cadets — the elite of the Soviet armed 
services — are being suspended for “anti-state activities.” 

Why do not the Communist officials crack down? They have — 
but that is dangerous business in any totalitarian regime. A good many 
students have been arrested and dealt with, but the tyrants know that 
youth has an abandonment, a grass-fire responsiveness to threat which 
can ignite a nation and often has. The revolt in Hungary was sparked by 
students, as were the uprisings and general dissensions in Poland. 


UNDERLYING ALL OF THIS IS THE FACT — admitted fre- 
quently by the Soviet publications — that youth in all Iron Curtain areas 
are disdainful of Marxist ideology, that they consider all Communist 
principles out of date and will no longer attend Communist lectures and 
classes. Last year about 60 per cent of the members of the Communist 
youth organizations in East Germany did not pay their dues — the small 
amount of 20 pfennings per month. To combat this poor showing, the 
authorities publicized the saying of Kalinin of Russia, “If you don’t pay 
your dues, that tells exactly how you think.” Promptly the number of 
non-payers jumped to about 80 per cent! 

THIS REBELLION OF YOUTH WILL GROW because it is the 
unavoidable result of the educational program which the Communists 
have pressed so proudly and vigorously as an attribute of Marxism. Thus 
the Kremlin is entrapped in the inevitabilities of its own system. Learn- 
ing more about science and the story of science, studying foreign lan- 
guages and literatures and exploring other fields of knowledge have enor- 
mously increased the thirst to know still more about the lives and the cul- 
tures of all peoples, the philosophies and the religions of all great races. 
The inquiring mind thereby runs head on into narrow and dogmatic pro- 
hibitions which the Communists must maintain to perpetuate their power. 

There is no escape for the old Bolsheviks. Their whole system of 
indoctrination has failed. As these tens of thousands of students pour out 
into Soviet and satellite life, the state must depend upon them for indus- 
trial and scientific progress — must depend upon them for leadership and 
for all the functions of the state and society. And behind these throngs 
pouring out of the universities will be the succeeding generations of stu- 
dents, more resolute, courageous and outspoken than their predecessors. 

THE GREATEST FORCE working within this ferment is that of 
religion. We have reported on this often — the gradual return of Com- 
munist youth to the interest in religious philosophy and in the church. 
Observers close to the scene predict that atheism will be rejected by the 
next generation of youth, for they have learned that religion is the foun- 
dation of individualism, which is, in turn, the basis of freedom. 

WILL THE WORLD BE READY for this next great transition? 
Or will we still stand on the frontiers with the same old divisions, the 
same fears and hates and the same old bloody banners of tribalism? Your 
sentiments and convictions can be felt in your community, in Washing- 
ton and around the world. Truth moved forward by love and hope knows 
no barrier, is not diminished by distance. Thousands of youth behind the 
Iron Curtain are expressing their convictions and using their voices 
against fearful odds. Should we be doing less here? 


Outen hoe. 


Spotlight On Liquor 

The liquor interests are disturb 
about a move in Colorado to finang 
alcoholic rehabilitation centers wi 
a special tax on liquor. The Gove 
nor of Colorado has been urgi 
the state to establish a health cent 
for the cure of alcoholism to me 
the mounting problems of chronj 
alcoholism in the Rocky Mountaj 
communities. When state fu 
were not available to buy the 3§ 
acre farm that had been selec 
on the outskirts of Denver, 
Governor proposed that the p 
ject be financed by the liquor 
dustry rather than adding to t 
tax burden of the average citize 
The liquor industry is calling 
meeting in many cities over 
country to meet this “threat” t 
their business. Lawyers for th 
liquor industry warn that the ps 
chology of the situation will unde 
mine the respectability of their ir 
dustry and keep before the publi 
the cost of alcoholism which is or 
partially met by liquor tax collecteg, 
in the average state. 

(In our August issue, Betweegs 
The Lines reported the relatio 
of the liquor tax to the cost of a 
coholism in California as reveale 
by a survey by Dr. Lester Breslo 
of the Public Health Departmen 
of California who found that 
ifornia’s alcoholics cost twe' 
times the total liquor-tax revenu 
Massachusetts authorities estimz 
that alcoholics cost that state eig 
times the total tax revenue.) Th 
cost of the relationship between 
cohol and crime cannot be reckone 
merely in dollars and cents. 


CIGARETTES AND DEATB 
The American Cancer Society 
ports that sometime in 1957 th 
will release results of a four-ye 
study on the relationship of ciga 
ette smoking to lung cancer an 
heart disease. After surveying 18 
male patients between the ages ¢ 
50 and 70, the Society’s report v¥ 
indicate, among other conclusion 
that the death rate for lung cance 
is about 10 times higher amon 
habitual smokers than among nom 
smokers, and 27 times _highe 
among heavy smokers of two pack 
or more a day. The death rate fro 
coronary heart attacks is nea 
two to one for men who smoke 
pack or more a day as compare 
to non-smokers. The Society 
ports that at least a “casual” reli 
tionship exists between smoking ang 
other forms of cancer, as well 
between smoking and such diseas 
as gastric ulcers. 





Changing Your Address? 


let Us Know: The Post Office will no 
forward copies and we cannot send du 
plicates of copies that go astray. PLEASE 
. . » before you move, send us your new 
address and, if possible, an address label 
from a back copy. If label isn’t available, 
send new and old address to Between Th 
Lines, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 
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